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perial majesty, to drive out foreigners, and settle a
lasting peace in the empire; he also insinuated
something of their resolutions unanimously to give
their suffrages in favour of the king of Hungary,
at the election of a king of the Romans, a thing
which he knew the emperor had in his thought, and
would push at with all his might at the diet. This
letter was sent, and the bait so neatly concealed,
that the electors of Bavaria and Mentz, the king of
Hungary, and several of the popish princes, not
foreseeing that the ruin of them all lay in the bottom
of it, foolishly advised the emperor to consent to it.

In consenting to this the emperor signed his own
destruction, for here began the conjunction of the
German protestants with the Swede, which was
the fatalest blow to Ferdinand, and which he could
never recover.

Accordingly the diet was held at Leipsic, Fe-
bruary 8th, 1630; where the protestants agreed on
several heads for their mutual defence, which were
the grounds of the following war; these were the
famous conclusions of Leipsic, which so alarmed
the emperor and the whole empire, that to crush it
in the begining, the emperor commanded count
Tilly immediately to fall upon the landgrave of
Hesse, and the duke of Saxony, as the principal
heads of the union ; but it was too late.

The conclusions were digested into ten heads :

1.  That since their sins had brought God's judg-
ments upon the whole protestant church, they should
command public prayers to be made to Almighty
God for the diverting the calamities that attended
them.

2.  That a treaty of peace might be set on foot, in
order to come to a right understanding with the
catholic princes.